International Current Affairs

This course focuses on the factors of analysis and some theories applicable to understanding the contemporary principal political conflicts or affairs in the international society. It helps the students to trace the roots of foreign policy actions to the geographic, inherited, linguistic, philosophic, dogmatic, psychological, sociological, institutional, technological and legal influences on the actor’s personality and national character. Also, the recipients of this course is to help the students to know the history of political formulation and implementation of international policy by the principal nation-states, and to be familiar with major international political problems occurred in the international society.

Thus, this course will center on various political problems and their developments in the world since the end of World War II. Particular attention will be paid to concepts of international relations and geopolitics.

Discussion topics will start by analysing a media article by the students, delivered to them by the Professor in the previous course.

That fore, the students should prepare the article in the following way :

· read the article and underline the main problem 

· compare the article to the other documents read or searched by themselves

· underline and list the names of the principal actors evocated in the document(s)

· make a search concerning the problem evocated in the document(s) (based on historical, political, ideological and religious background)

· prepare a chronology concerning the problem/affair

· make a personal analysis of the problem, by comparing or linking it to some other problems

· draft a plan concerning the problem (historical background, actual situation, political analysis, concept of solution and personal opinion)

During the course, the students will share their preparation work in a discussion framework decided by the Professor. This last will then give his opinion and start another discussion with the students in relation with the topic.

The main topics of this seminar are as follow:

First lesson : Introduction to the course (method, generalities). The world today, after the Second World War.

2nd lesson : Introduction to the Middle East (Israeli-Palestinian problem, Iraqi problem, Lebanese problem, Syria today) 

3rd lesson : The Iranian problem

4th lesson : Pakistan, Afghanistan and Yemen

5th lesson : The Indian world

6th lesson : The Asian world

7th lesson : The African world : Sudan, Somalia, Rwanda, Comoros

8th lesson : South American world : Venezuela, Mexico, Brazil

9th lesson : The European world : Is the EU a gather of State, a confederation or a federation or an international organization? The main problems of the EU within the new members. A conflict inside Europe? The case of Cyprus

10th lesson : Russia Today

11th lesson : The US foreign policy

12th lesson : The French foreign policy

International Organizations

This course focuses on the analysis and some theories applicable to understanding the contemporary principal international organizations. The students will be sensitizing to the life of these organizations, their activities and their functioning. 

Both governmental and non – governmental organizations will be studied and two aspects will be taught : 

- a theoretical study of the composition and the functioning of these entities

- a practical view about their goal and the activities of these organizations, in particular those that have an office or a representative office in Paris.

The schedule of this course is the following :

1st lesson: General presentation and introduction to international organizations.

2nd lesson : The United Nations

3rd lesson : UNESCO 


       UNICEF 

4th lesson : WHO (World Health Organization)


       FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization)

5th lesson : UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and development)


       The World Bank

6th lesson : IMF (International Monetary Fund)


       International Court of Justice and International Criminal Court

7th lesson : ICRC (International Committee for Red Cross)


       International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)

8th lesson : Amnesty International

                  Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors without borders)

9th lesson : League of Arab States

                  OAU (Organization of African Unity 

10th lesson : OAS (Organization of American States) 


         Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASAN)

11th lesson : What is the European Union : an organization of a federation of States?

                    Principal organs of the EU : Commission, Council of Europe,

12th lesson : European Parliament, EU Court of Justice and general conclusion.

Introduction to English law

The aim of this course is to forward the students with the basic theory of English law and english legal system which will help them to better understand doing business with England and common law countries.

It starts with a general consideration of English common law system and focuses on general business fields (laws of contracts, trusts, tort and liability, intellectual property, trademark and copyright, maritime and insurance laws...).

As far as the terminology of English law is different from French law, this course is teached  in English. Thus, the Professor may give some explanation in French if he feels the needs of the students. Only the general theory is teached in this course, avoiding the details of each subject which can be developed in an independent course.

The students are invited to follow the Professor explanations rather than to find the material listed as follow:

· Busines Law (David KELLY) 

· The essentials of Business law  (William KELLER) 

· A Handbook of Business law terms (Bryan GARNER)

· English law for busines students (Colin JENKINS and Henry S. R. MOE) 

· English law for business studies (Willis James NICHOLLS)

· Business law (Legal practice guide) - J. Scott Slorach and Jason G. Ellis 

· Business law (S.B. Marsh and J. Soulsby)

SYLLABUS

Chapter One: General introduction to English law


1- England and Wales jurisdiction


2- English common law 


3- Fundamental laws of England


4- English judiciary system

Chapter 2: English contracts law


1- General principles


2- contractual terms


3- Setting aside contracts


4- Breaching contracts and remedies

Chapter 3: English corporate law


1- General considerations (companies House, etc..)


2- Companies characteristics


3- Companies governance


4- Insolvency and liquidation

Chapter 4:Laws of Tort


1- General theory


2- Categories of torts


3- Tort and criminal liability


4- Defenses

Chapter 5: English Trusts


1- General theory and use of Trusts


2- Formation and formalities


3- Types of Trusts


4- Testamentary trust

Chapter 6: Intellectual property


1- Overview (trademarks, copyrights, etc...)


2- Patent law


3- Copyright law


4- Registration of trademarks

Chapter 7: Maritime law 


1- General introduction to English maritime law (influence of England on maritime 
law or admiralty law)


2- International conventions


3- Problems of liability

Introduction au droit du transport

Le droit du transport est la partie du droit qui s'applique aux transporteurs (comme les compagnies aériennes, les autocaristes, les transporteurs routiers, les sociétés de chemin de fer ou encore les compagnies de navigation), aux clients et utilisateurs de ces moyens de transport, ainsi qu'aux intermédiaires, tels que commissionnaires de transport, voyagistes, et revendeurs de billets.

Le droit du transport se divise en plusieurs catégories selon :

· selon qu'il s'agit de transport de voyageurs ou de marchandises ; 

· selon le mode de transport considéré ; ainsi il existe le droit maritime, le droit aérien, le droit du tourisme, le droit du transport terrestre et le droit du transport multimodal ; 

· selon qu'il s'agit de transport national (ou intérieur), soumis à la législation du pays considéré, ou de transport international, régi par des conventions internationales, telles que la convention de Varsovie pour le transport aérien, la convention CMR ou la convention TIR pour le transport routier, ou la convention de Berne pour le transport ferroviaire.

Le droit du transport s'appuie principalement sur le contrat de transport et n'est applicable dans la majeure partie des cas qu'à la condition qu'un tel contrat existe.

En règle générale, le transporteur est soumis à une obligation de résultat : acheminer à bon port les marchandises en bon état et les voyageurs sains et sauf, dans les délais convenus. Il ne peut se libérer de cette obligation que dans le cas de force majeure, mais il peut parfois limiter sa responsabilité par convention.

1- NOTIONS GENERALES RELATIVES AUX CONTRATS DE TRANSPORT:

Le droit du transport réglemente les conditions générales de ventes de toutes prestations de transport que ce soit par voie terrestre, aérienne ou maritime. Les conditions générales de ventes relèvent donc des lois.

2- LE DROIT MARITIME:

A l'heure actuelle, 80% des échanges mondiaux sont effectués par voie maritime. Les transporteurs ont réunis leurs compétences dans les connaissement.

          a- Le connaissement :

          b- Le contrat de fret (affrètement) :




i- Affrètement simple (Slot Sale):




ii- Affrètement croisé (Slot Swap):

3- LE DROIT AERIEN :

Le droit aérien établit  les bases juridiques de la navigation aérienne et  il en régit l'organisation.

Le droit aérien est l'une des composantes du droit du transport. 

Il englobe le statut juridique de l'aéronef, défini comme « un appareil pouvant se soutenir dans l’atmosphère grâce aux réactions de l’air »,  et les règles relatives à son milieu naturel qui est l'air. 

Il englobe par ailleurs tous les aspects juridiques des composantes de la navigation aérienne, c'est-à-dire les aérodromes, les routes aériennes, le personnel de navigation. 

Il régit , les dommages causés par les aéronefs aux tiers ou à d'autres aéronefs, les assurances.

Le droit aérien comprend  le droit pénal national et international  et maintenant celui du terrorisme notamment. 

Le cadre juridique du droit aérien repose sur  des conventions de droit privé  et  des conventions de droit public.

Le droit aérien ayant rapidement pris une dimension internationale, la nécessité d'uniformiser la législation internationale a incité les États à la concertation.


1°) La Convention de Varsovie :


2°) La Convention de Chicago :


3°) Conventions concernant les infractions commises dans l'espace aérien

Trois conventions internationales concernent les infractions commises dans l'espace aérien:

· la convention deTokyo de 1963

· la convention de La Haye de 1970

· la convention de Montréal de 1971

Ces conventions stipulent que l'État dans lequel l'avion a été immatriculé est compétent pour juger les infractions commises à bord, et organisent un régime répressif des actes de capture et de piratage de l'aviation civile.

4- LE DROIT DU TRANSPORT TERRESTRE:

Cadre, conventions et cas pratiques.


1°) Transport terrestre de personnes :


2°) Transport terrestre de marchandises :

